SCREEN / SOCIETY

- A New Leaf

(Elaine May, 1971, 102 min, USA, English, Color)

riter—dirég—star Elaine May’s first feature concerns stunted
1anboy Henr lter Matthau) who, having squandered his
herited ths to marry and murder the very rich and
very maladjusted Henrietta (May.) Behind the camera, May
“constructs a bevy of clever visual gags, and her script i ack'
with more ironic barbs than a classic Simpsons episode, | " ut

| s the otherworldly physical comedy in her performance which
ultimately steals the show. Watch how she hold‘te"""aé‘upjust
hsqr atch her navigate a nightgown like she’s never considered
whatit's like to have a head, or limbs. Ma)‘omic brilliance
5o es every part of the screen here, in one of the most

e t (and hilarious) rom-coms ever made.
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